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British and American Culture
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2022 Students will develop the requisite skills and specialised
< |knowledge through group discussions and collaborative
design and delivery of presentations.
2022 The skills students will learn on the course lend

- |themselves to tackling the challenges necessary for
realizing a sustainable society.

2022 Students will develop the requisite skills and specialised
< |knowledge through group discussions and collaborative
design and delivery of presentations.

2022 Students will develop media literacy through group
< |discussions and collaborative design and delivery of
presentations through the medium of the English language.

2022 Through group discussions during presentation design,
frequent interactions with the teacher, and delivery of
presentations all through the medium of the English
language, the course offers students a good preparation for
intercultural communication in a global society. Students
will develop interpersonal skills alongside language
skills, especially in the areas of speaking and listening,
and language systems including grammar, vocabulary and
phonology. In other words, through practice and feedback
students by the end of the course will find themselves able
to communicate more willingly, more confidently and more
effectively.
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In this course, students will consider British and American culture, focussing mainly on cultural
forms in England and the U.S. Working in groups, students will design and deliver presentations
based on collaborative research into topics inspired by five cultural forms. For each form,
groups will agree on a specific focus such as an iconic or influential example. Half of the
groups will focus on the cultural form in England, the other half on the same form in the U.S.
Presentations will provide the basis for a whole class discussion comparing and contrasting the
target cultural form in the two locations. By the end of the course, the students will have
developed knowledge and skills in eleven areas: (1) English language skills; (2) English language
systems; (3) enquiry-based research; (4) subject knowledge; (5) presentation design; (6)
presentation skills; (7) interpersonal skills; (8) logical thinking; (9) critical thinking; (10)
reflective thinking; and, (11) self and peer evaluation.

1. Course Introduction; Principles of Presentation Design and Delivery; Aspects of Culture
Presentation Prep

2. Aspects of Culture Presentations

3. Presentation Prep (Cultural form 1)

4. Presentations; Compare and Contrast Discussion

5. Presentation Prep (Cultural form 2)

6. Presentations; Compare and Contrast Discussion

7. Mid Semester Presentation Prep (Topic: CLR for L1-L6)

8. Presentations; Compare and Contrast Discussion




9. Presentation Prep (Cultural form 3)

10. Presentations; Compare and Contrast Discussion

11. Presentation Prep (Cultural form 4)

12. Presentations; Compare and Contrast Discussion

13. Presentation Prep (Cultural form 5)

14. Presentations; Compare and Contrast Discussion

15. Final Semester Presentation Exam Prep (Topic: CLR for L7-L14)
16. Final Exam Presentations

**Class15 Classl6

Presentations will be worth a total of 30%, the mid semester exam, 30%, and the end of semester
exam, 40%.

Grading is based on two considerations: (1) the level of participation in groupwork and (2)
presentation performance as measured against scores across evaluation criteria. Where
participation in groupwork is consistently very high through the course and all presentation
performances achieve maximum scores across all evaluation criteria, they will be rated
Outstanding. Where participation in groupwork is consistently high through the course and most
presentation performances achieve consistently high scores across all evaluation criteria, they
will be rated Significantly Above Average. Where participation in groupwork is generally high
through the course and presentation performances achieve less than high scores across all
evaluation criteria, they will be rated Slightly Above Average. Where participation in groupwork
is less than high through the course and presentation performances achieve low scores across all
evaluation criteria, they will be rated Meets Standards.

Bring to each class a pen or pencil, notepaper and a device to connect to the internet. Homework
to be completed as instructed.

None.

Contact r_mitcham@shinshu-u.ac.jp by email in the first instance.

There is no textbook. Course materials will be handed out in class.

Sources will be recommended as necessary during the course.




